
Syllabus  – Authority and Trust  - Seminar  WS 2023/24 

Part I: Reflecting  about Authority in Philosophy, History, Society, and the 
Political Sciences: 

Authority and Modernity 

Weber, Max. “The Types of Authority and Imperative Co-Ordination” The Theory of Social and 
Economic Organization. Transl. Talcott Parsons. New York: Oxford UP, 1947. 324-92. 

Historical Interpretations of Authority  

Arendt, Hannah. “What is Authority”. Between Past and Future. 1954. New York: Viking, 1961 

A Conservative Voice  

Furedi, Frank. Authority: A Sociological History. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2013.  

Hegelian Interpretation 

Kojève, Alexandre. The Notion of  Authority (A Brief Presentation). London, New York: Verso, 2014. 

Interpersonal Conception of “Authority” 

Sennett, Richard. “The Fear of Authority” . Authority. New York, London: W.W. Norton, 1980. 

Part II Trust: Different Dimensions and Perspectives 

Trust Against Polarization 

Allen, Danielle S. Talking to Strangers: Anxieties of Citizenship since Brown v. Board of Education. 
Chicago, London: U of Chicago Press, 2004.  

Feminist Interpretations of Trust 

Baier, Annette C. Moral Prejudices. Essays on Ethics. 1994. Harvard: Harvard UP, 1995 

Historical Dimension of Trust and Trust Economies 

Frevert, Ute. The Moral Economy of Trust: Modern Trajectories. London: German Historical 
Institute, 2014.  

Analytical Approach: Cognitive and Relational Aspects of Trust  

Hardin, Russell. Trust and Trustworthiness. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2002. 

Differentiating between Aspects of Power, Trust, Authority in International Relations 

Kydd,  Andrew. “In America We Used to Trust”: US Hegemony and Global Co-Operation”.  Political 
Science Quarterly. 120.4 (Winter 2005/2006): 619-636. 

International Relations and Trust Research 

Ruzicka, Jan and Vincent Keating. “Going Global: Trust Research and International Relations.”  
Journal of Trust Research 5.1 (2015): 8-26. 



Political Theory and Transactional Dimension of Trust in Urban and other Social Contexts 

Tilly, Charles. “Trust and Distrust”. Democracy. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2007. 80-105. 

Literature and Trust 

Leypoldt, Günter, ed.: Intellectual Authority and Literary Culture in the US, 1790-1900. Heidelberg: 
Winter, 2013. 

Discussions of Trust in Literature (in excerpts): 

       William Shakespeare. Othello. (1603-4) 

       William Dean Howells. Dr. Breen’s Practice. (1881)  

       James Agee /Walker Evans. Let Us Now Praise Famous Men.  (1941) 

 

 

 

 


